NEWS
LETTER
APRIL 2019

www.cohef.org

Board of
Directors
President/
Treasurer:
Elsie Craig
Vice President/
Secretary:
Pauline Young
Trustee:
Eveline Cartright
Editors:
Erika Santiago
&Christine Craig

Graphic Design:
Emmanuel Evans
emmanuelevans@gmail.com

1994 - 2019

25 YEARS OF IMPACT
AND EMPOWERMENT
Leaping into the Next …!

“A GREAT HUMAN REVOLUTION IN
THE LIFE OF A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL
CAN TRANSFORM THE DESTINY OF
AN ENTIRE SOCIETY, AND CAN MAKE
POSSIBLE A CHANGE IN THE DESTINY
OF ALL HUMANKIND.”
Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, Soka Gakai International

THE HAITI PROJECT:
A Volunteer’s Experience
by Victor Rafael Golden
In the Summer of 2015, I traveled to Port Au Prince,
on my way to Kenscoff, Haiti under the auspices of
COHEF/Children
of
Haiti
Enhancement
Foundation. Several months prior to my departure,
I was reading Edwidge Danticat’s heart wrenching
novel, “Brother I’m Dying.” It was her story that
continuously reveberated and reflected in my
thoughts about the people of Haiti, whom I would
soon encounter. It is the poorest nation in the
Western Hemisphere, where the people have lifted
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themselves out of the ashes from the 2010 Earthquake,
one of the most devasting catastrophic events in the
history of humanity. Not only had Haiti been to hell and
back, but throughout her history and today there exist a
perpetual upheaval of socio-political and economic
strife.
It was as if the Haitians were still being punished for the
audacity of overthrowing their White colonial
suppressors. As an outsider trying to grasp some
understanding of the geo-political landscape of this
small island nation, I felt a sense of anxiousness.
Haiti’s close proximity to Miami, provided me
with just enough time needed to immerse
myself in conversation with others who were
also heading to Haiti, on a mission or perhaps
because they too were drawn to Haiti for
reasons unknown. The Project, was query on
concerns and issues I had with respect to the
intersectionality of gender, race, oppression,
discrimination, religion, political strife and the
African Slave Trade; all which was relevant, yet
at the same time seemed unimportant as I
began to meet the people. I soon discovered
how eminent the Haitians really were.

The Haiti Project:
A Volunteer’s Experience
Continued from cover page
“Inner Resolve,” was born out of my very
first encounter photographing the
beautiful faces of the children, women
and men, young and old, walking along
the country side or riding their
motorcycles through-out the streets in
the capital and elsewhere.
This year I produced The Haiti Project, an
exhibition, lecture and artist talk that
was held from January 22 through

February 20th, 2019 at Broward College
Judson A Samuels South Campus Fine
Arts Gallery, drawing hundreds of
students to immerse themselves in the
world of art, culture and education. As a
Professor teaching in the Fine Arts
Department at Broward College not only
did I want to seize the moment during
this very troubled time in the world to
introduce this project, but I also wanted
to repay my debt of gratitude to COHEF
for the humbling experience I had with
the people in Haiti. Our Guest Speaker,
Ms. Elsie Craig, as well as the talented
artist, Asser Saint-Val and Stephen
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Arboite. and myself immersed in a discourse about
hope, peace and inner resolve It is my sincere prayer
to continue on this journey sowing the seed of
World Peace.
Haiti’s close proximity to Miami, provided me with
just enough time needed to immerse myself in
conversation with others who were also heading to
Haiti, on a mission or perhaps because they too
were drawn to Haiti for reasons unknown. The
research that first centered around the Haiti Project,
was query on concerns and issues I had with respect to the intersectionality of gender,
race, oppression, discrimination, religion, political strife and the African Slave Trade; all
which was relevant, yet at the same time seemed unimportant as I began to meet the
people. I soon discovered how eminent the Haitians really were.

Here are some highlights of what Your
donations have helped us to achieve:

Computer labs installed
in all 3 schools!

Printer, paper and ink
cartridges distributed in
all 3 schools!

Our 2018
Accomplishments

Distribution of
schools supplies
to 650 children!

A generator
provided to a
school

A psychologist once said, “When you focus on problems, you will have more problems;
when you focus on possibilities, you will have more opportunities.” This is so very true!
While Haiti is going through more challenges every year, we continue to focus on
opportunities. We will not focus on political unrest that creates chaos but instead on
all that we have accomplished successfully together over the last twenty-five years. We
will focus on what comes next for COHEF! We will focus on opportunities!
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What a journey it has been! True, at times it has been
challenging, but focusing on the opportunities, COHEF
stands as a testament to its past accomplishments that
have left a mark in the Kenscoff Community. A source of
pride, we are excitedly embracing the future with a
renewed sense of commitment and a push for
continued growth.
The support and contributions from YOU, your friends,
relatives, and donors for the last 25 years has allowed us
to accomplish so much! This is a priceless collective
effort. Thanks to you and your generosity, we have
helped many students complete their education. Two
more successful students will earn degrees in June 2019
in nursing and agronomy. Thanks to you and your
generosity, we have held a FREE summer camp for
children in Kenscoff, Haiti every year! And we have
provided school supplies and toys for the Christmas
season every year because of your continued support.
THANK YOU!

t

an

d Empow

e

r

m

Join us as we celebrate
25 years of COHEF!
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Past and present members, volunteers, supporters - ALL of you must be as proud as I
am. We will not stop now, we cannot stop now! Together we are unstoppable! We
started something 25 years ago and “OUR” children in Kenscoff count on us. Together
we will continue to make a difference in the lives of the children of Kenscoff, Haiti!
I am looking forward to the next several months as we prepare to celebrate COHEF’s
25th anniversary. All this will be possible because of you! Mille “Mercis”!
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Save the date for our 25th Anniversary Gala
coming Saturday November 9, 2019. Plan to bring
your friends and family to an all-out celebration
that’s sure to be even more splendid than the last.
Venue and details coming soon.

Date: November 9
Time: 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Venue:
Conrad Hotel in Miami, Florida.
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I would like to be a supporter, enclosed is my contribution
Choose one:

Name:
Address:

$10

Yearly

City / State: Zip:

$20

Monthly

Phone:

$50

One Time

Email:

Other

Scholarship Sponsor Opportunities are also available!
Elementary School Student $100 per year
Secondary School Student $150 per year
Technical School Student (2 year commitment) $400 - $600 per year
College Student (4 - 5 Year commitment) $800 - $1,000 per year
For more information please contact us.
Need more ways to donate? Try Smile.Amazon.com to support COHEF! Shop the
same products and prices as Amazon.com but with .5% of the purchase price
donated to COHEF when you select our organization. Go to:
smile.amazon.com/ch/65-0592405 for more information. Spread the word and
start supporting COHEF today!

We are:
A 501(c)3 not-for-profit, apolitical,
grassroots organization, created
by a group of friends to focuson
and assist the underprivileged
children of Haiti.

Our Motto:
Independence through Education
Our Mission:
Promoting education in rural Haiti, and
improving the basic needs of a targeted
population. Offer scholarships to young
adults to attend college or university in
Haiti.

Join us in our Future Camps of COHEF
12th Annual Summer Camp
in Kenscoff, Haiti
CAMP D’ETE HAITI VET
Monday, July 4 — Friday July 8 ,2020

Email: info@cohef.org
Phone: 786-208-0957
12805 S.W. 103 Court,
Miami FL 33176
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